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ALL-INDIA MUSLIM LEAGUE 


ALLAHABAD SESSION 
DECEMBER-1930. 


PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS 


DR. SIR MUHAMMAD IQBAL 
Barrister-at-Law, 
LAHORE 


Gbotlehen, 

I am deeply grateful to you for the honour you have con¬ 
ferred upon me in inviting me to preside over the deliberations 
of the All-India Muslim League at one of the most critical 
moments in the history of Muslim poIiti:al thought and 
activity in India. I have no doubt that in this great assembly 
there are men whose political experience is far more extensive 
than mine, and for whose knowledge of affairs I have the 
highest respect. It will, therefore, be presumptuous on my 
part to claim to guide an assembly of such men in the political 
decisions which they .are called upon to make to-day. I lead 
no party ; I follow no leader. ' I have given the best part of 
my life to a careful study of ^slam its law and polity, its 
culture, its history and its literature. This constant contact 
with the spirit of Jslam, as it unfolds itself in time, has, \ 
think, given me a kind of insight into its significance as a 
world-fact. Jt is in the light of this insight, whatever its 
value, that, while assuming that the Muslims of Jndia are 
determined to remain true to the spirit of Jslam, J propose, 
not to guide you in your decisions, but to attempt the humbler 
task of bringing clearly to your consciousness the main 
principle which, in my opinion, should determine the general 
character of these decisions. 

:SLAM AND NATIONALISM. 

It cannot be denied that Islam, regarded as an ethical ideal 
plus a certain kind of polity—by which expression I mean a 
social structure, regulated by a legal system and animated by a 
specific ethical ideal—^has been the chief formative factor in the 
life-history of the Muslims of India. It has furnished those 
basic emotions and loyalties which gradually unify scattered 
individuals and groups, and finally transform them into a well- 
defined people, possessing a mortd consciousness of their own. 
Indeed it is no exaggeration to say that India is perhaps the 
only country in the world where Islam, as a people-building 
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As far as I can see Mirza Ghalib - the Persian Poet - is 
probably the only permanent Contribution that We-Indian 
Muslims have made to the general Muslim literature. Indeed 
he is one of those poets whose imaginations and intellect place 
them above the narrow limitations of Creed and nationality. 
His recognition is yet to come. 
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